HISTORY OF CALLINGTON

Callington is situated on the Bremer River around
60 kilometres east of Adelaide. Founded in 1847,
it has retained many of its nineteenth century
buildings and allows a unique glimpse into a mid-
nineteenth century mining community. Many of
the original buildings are heritage listed and within
a local government Historic Precinct. A number of
buildings and other structures are listed on the
State Heritage Register and an area encompassing
the entire town, including the Bremer Mine site,
was included on the Register of the National Estate
in 1980. It is acknowledged as being Peramangk
and Ngarrindjeri traditional country.

It is estimated that by 1848 there were almost
100 people living in the area corresponding to the
address “Bremer”. Settling along the banks of the
Bremer River they built cottages in the style of
their homeland, constructed of local stone with
shingle roofs supported by undressed wooden
timber. Many of these original cottages still
survive, often with later additions.

This influx of miners and settlers resulted in the
first town being surveyed and laid out in 1849-52.
This settlement, until then known as Bremer, was
officially named Callington after the copper mining
town in Cornwall. The layout of the township, in
common with many early townships, reflects the
influence of Colonel William Light, South
Australia’s first Surveyor General. East Callington,
across the Bremer River, was laid out in 1865.

Stores and hotels were soon opened to service
the growing community and the construction of
a swing bridge for foot traffic in 1864 over the
Bremer River assisted in consolidating the
township of Callington.

Old Callington was once far more extensive than it
appears today, as many of the old buildings have
been demolished. It has been particularly fortunate
in retaining its original character and historical
integrity. The growth of the recent decade has
largely been confined to previously undeveloped
areas of the town and the centre has maintained
the illusion of an intact nineteenth century village.

BREMER BOOTS

Several square to rectangular ‘
blocks of slag were noted on the

northern and eastern slopes of the slag heap.
These blocks measure approximately 60cm x 50cm
x 15cm with a rough sprue on two opposite ends.
What is striking about these blocks is that they bear
one or more boot marks which are in relief (i.e.
they are 'negatives' of boot impressions). In some
cases, these marks are so detailed as to show the
hobnails which were on the underside of the boots.
These blocks were evidently cast in 'moulds' which
were dug directly into the ground. The boot marks
were therefore made by the worker stamping down
the base of the pit. When the molten slag was then
poured into it, it created a negative impression of
the boot prints.

The pit-cast slag blocks with relief impressions of
boot prints are significant because this method of
processing the slag was previously unknown in
Australia. Furthermore, the clear boot impressions,
down to showing each hobnail, are highly evocative
and capture what must be a uniquely personal link
to the actual smeltermen who worked here in the
19th century.

THE

REMER

BOOT TRAIL

A short walk
around the Callington Ovals
and Nature Garden

Starting at the Callington Recreation
Community Centre, this short leisurely walk
takes in the surrounds of the Callington
Ovals.

The Callington Ovals are home to the local
cricket and football clubs and the Callington
Show which is held on the last Sunday of
October every year. The Centre, which was
built in 2021, is a social and economic hub
for the area.



THE BREMER BOOT TRAIL %‘

Start
At the entrance gates follow the yellow posts.

@ Callington Recreation Community Centre

@ Site of the second Bremer Smelting Works
Mauris and John Thomas established the
original Bremer Smelting Works in 1848
nearby. It became the first commercially
viable smelter in Australia. This second
smelter was built in 1860 on this site by the
sons of Mauris Thomas. It continued in use
until 1875.

Excavations begun in 2016 are revealing
the full extent of this site, which has been
proposed for listing as a State Heritage site.

@ Lookout

Facing the Bremer River, look down the side
of the heap which you are standing on for
imprints of the early miners' boots in the slag.

The middle of the slag heap was removed to
build sections of the Old Princes Highway.

There is also a good view of the Bremer
Ranges and the valley which runs along the
Bremer Fault Zone.

@ The Bremer River
The river starts near Harrogate and feeds into
Lake Alexandrina near Lake Plains.

From here follow the yellow posts around to
the starting point then cross the road to see
the Nature Garden.

@ The Nature Garden
The garden is a Kanmantoo-Callington
Landcare Project aiming to showcase local
flora and improve habitat for native wildlife.
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