
Historical Sites 

W1  Original Bremer Mine Site 1849 (S)  From this point you can view 
the site and remains of the Bremer Mine. Information about its layout, 
operation and history is provided on the National Trust Information 
Interpretive Sign. The mine can also be seen from North Terrace. 

W2  Former Callington Railway Station 1836  The railway from 
Nairne to Callington opened in 1886. The renovated railway cottages on 
the southern side of the track have been converted into a single residence. 
The second Callington shelter shed and Booking Office erected in the 1920s 
is now located at the National Railway Museum in Port Adelaide. The 
original station master’s residence of around 1890 can be seen on the 
northern side of the track.  

W3  The Second Thomas Smelter 1859  Mauris Thomas with his 
brother John had established the original Bremer Smelting Works in 1848, 
which closed in 1852 along with all local mines following the discovery of 
gold interstate. The second smelter was built in 1860 by Mauris and 
Charles Thomas, sons of Mauris Thomas, and worked until 1864 when they 
moved to the eastern states, becoming pioneers of the Australian copper 
smelting industry in Newcastle and Queensland. The smelter continued in 
use until 1875. Excavations begun in 2016 are revealing the full extent of 
this site, which has been proposed for listing as a State Heritage site.  

W4  Callington School 1887 (S)  When the Education Department of SA 
was established it took over the largest of the three schools in the town, 
run by James Berry since 1858. It relocated the school to its current site on 
land purchased for £30 after extra money was first spent filling in a mine 
shaft. The sandstone building of school and residence was built at a cost of 
£625. The average attendance was 31 children and the headmaster’s 
annual salary was approximately £100. The verandah was added in 1905. 
In 2009-10 the school was significantly upgraded and extended, with much 
of the previously original interior reworked to provide a more functional 
layout, while preserving and repairing the exterior appearance.  This is the 
longest continually functioning primary school in South Australia.  

W5  Callington Hotel 1850  Originally named the Callington Arms, the 
first licensee was Thomas Lean. Significant additions were made in 1887 
and it was one of the oldest continually licensed hotels in South Australia 
until it closed in 2016. The original stables remain at the rear.  

W6  Former Butcher Shop c1855  The butchers shop was originally 
owned by Henry Jackson, later by Mr Gehricke and then later operated by 
Arthur and Gertie Jaensch. It had pig sties at the rear adjacent to the town 
pound. Mick Murphy, famous for Murphy’s Deli in Nairne amongst other 
things, worked there in 1920 and took many photographs around the 
town. 

W7  Town and Country Bank 1859  The first manager was Mr Brian, 
(JP). The bank operated until about 1870. Original flagstones remain on 
the verandah and in the kitchen.  

W8  Miner’s Cottage 1850s  Originally a shingle-roofed dwelling this 
was converted into a garage by Ernie Wundersitz in the 1920s. It was used 
as a fuel depot by Bill Jaensch’s family and then Harry Spinks until the early 
1970s. Note construction from limestone without use of brick quoins.  

In 1980 the entire town of Callington 

was listed on the Register of the  

National Estate. 

(S) State Heritage Register 

You can enjoy your tour on foot or in your vehicle. 

Many of the historic buildings in Callington are 

now private homes. Please respect the privacy of 

the residents by not entering their property. 

W9  Miner’s Cottage 1850s  This typical Cornish miner’s cottage is built 
of local materials including brick quoins and hand sawn timbers. Original 
Sheoak shingles remain under current iron roof. Used as an ice-cream 
shop in the 1920s and as a Lodge meeting room in the 1950 – 1960s.  

W10  Miner’s Cottage and Shop 1858  The original miner’s cottage of 
four rooms was extended at the southern end when the Hair family added 
a general store in 1890. The original shop roof exists under the current 
iron, and a large stone coach house and stables at the rear retain much of 
the original brick flooring. In the early 1900s it was used as temporary 
accommodation by visiting Methodist ministers.  

W11  Miners Cottage 1860s  Built by Robert Tonkin in the 1860s, this 
building has had many uses including a bank agency, library and Spotting 
Post. During WW2 the Civil Defence trained local residents to watch for 
enemy aircraft to provide warning of possible attack. Still embedded in the 
ground outside the front are bricks which indicate compass points to 
ensure that accurate reporting directions would be given. The Spotting 
Post was manned by teams of four volunteers who worked in shifts around 
the clock.  

W12  William “Billy” Phillips General Store and Residence c1860 
Phillips, originally a miner, bought his first store around the corner. (W23) 
Success lead to the opening of this larger general store and residence with 
stables and sheds. It was in use up to the 1980s when the General Store 
and Post Office closed. The verandah retains the original flagstones.  

W13  Tavistock Hotel  site 1859  Charles Kingston was the first 
licensee of this hotel, the last was James Blight in 1881. The building was 
used as a site office during the construction of the railway from 1881 to 1885. 
It fell into disrepair early in the 20th century and was finally demolished in 
1951 and used for road fill. All that remains are three rooms on the southern 
end that were converted into a garage for the adjoining bakery.  

W14 Miners cottage and later bakery 1869  Originally built as a 
residence, the bakery was started in 1870, with a shop-front added in 
1871. The shop closed in the 1970s. The original baker’s ovens are still 
intact in the separate building at the rear.  

W15  Miner’s Cottage 1864  Built by Henry Adams in 1864. 

W16  Wesleyan Methodist Church site 1851  The original church, 
built in 1851, was replaced by a much larger structure in 1862. This was 
demolished in the late 1940s being deemed unsafe. 

W17  Police Station 1867 (S)  The station was built at a cost of £570 
and operated until 1886. The office and residential areas were in the front 
of the building, with three cells facing into an enclosed courtyard behind. 
Stables and a harnessing area completed the complex. It is currently the 
popular Lavande Restaurant. 

W18  Remnant Miner’s Cottage c1847-49  Oral history records that 
Queen Monarto, the wife of King John, a leader of the Peramangk people, 
lived in this house. It is recognised as one of the earliest houses in Callington. 
It was later occupied by Gus Rothe who delivered mail across the district.  

W19  St Peters Lutheran Church 1884  The foundation stone was laid 
by Mr. Alfred Hallet Esq. on the 18th July 1864. This stone church is unusual 
in its uniform cruciform layout. The iron roof dates from 1884 and the 
porch was added in 1880. The original inscription over the porch was in 
both German and English. Other renovations were carried out in 1890, 
1934, and the 1980s when the building was rendered.  

W20  Miner’s Cottages 1863-1866  The more westerly building was 
added to by Murray Baverstock in the mid 20th century, following the 
purchase and demolition of another similar cottage to the west. The 
easterly building is largely intact and includes an underground rainwater 
tank at the rear.  

W21  Post Office 1911  The Post Office building was unfortunately 
destroyed by fire in 2015. At the rear there is a rare Wiles Thomson garage 
of around 1945. These garages were included in the purchase of a Wiles 
Thomson car.  

W22  Post Office Residence 1923  Postmaster’s residence.  

W23  Original Phillips Store C1850  Owned by Absalom Tonkin in the 
1870s, then by Billy Phillips and is believed to be the oldest building in 
Callington. Roof structure is undressed native pine covered by Sheoak 
shingles, with remnants of the original sailcloth ceiling still evident.  

W24  Primitive Methodist Church 1862  This replaced the original 
structure which remains at the rear and was used as a school. The large 
vestry behind was added in 1867 and was used as a school from 1871 to 
1886. This is now a private residence. 

W25  Site of the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel and School 1850   

W26  Lutheran Manse 1884  This was the home of successive Lutheran 
Pastors until the 1940s. In 1921, Victor Koschade the youngest son of the 
then Pastor Karl Koschade, went to New Guinea as one of the first 
Australians to serve in mission fields there. His brother Herbert ran the 
Post Office for many years.  

W27  Cottage 1852  The original sections of this house are a good 
example of early settlers’ architecture showing German influence. A large 
external baking oven, opening into the interior of the kitchen, can still be 
seen at the rear of the building. Further renovations were undertaken in the 
1890s in the construction of the gable section on the north east corner.  

W28  Miner’s Cottage 1860s.  This early cottage had later skillion 
roofed additions to the rear and side. These have been since demolished. 
The original underground rainwater tank was recently filled.  

E1  The Johnson Bridge a.k.a. The Erskine Bridge 1890 (S) 
This stone and iron-truss bridge is the fourth to span the Bremer at 
Callington. The original structure at this site was a swing bridge 
constructed in 1864. It was replaced in 1869 with a wooden structure 
known as McDonald’s Bridge, after its builder.  A little later another bridge 
was built at a site just south of the current Princes Highway Bridge, near 
where the Thomas Smelter Monument now stands. Both later bridges 
were destroyed by floods in 1888. The present bridge was opened in 1890, 
with upgrades occurring in 1943 and 1979. 

E2  Callington Flour Mill 1857 (S)  This was constructed by a Mr 
Johnson for Charles and Mauris Thomas who had remained in the town 
running a butchering business after the smelter run by their father closed 
in 1852. It was intended to provide a service to local wheat growers but 
only operated for a few weeks in late 1857 as the brothers were declared 
bankrupt as a result of debts incurred by their father in Melbourne. The 
building was largely unused, except as a hay store, for over 120 years. In 
the 1980s it was bought and extended during conversion into a private 
residence.  

E3  Miner’s Cottage 1851  Originally owned by Fredrich Sommer, the 
first official Lutheran sermon was preached in this house in 1864. 

E4  Miner’s Cottage 1850s  This house was later used as a bootmaker’s 
residence. It was extended in the 1990s.  

E5  Miner’s Cottage 1850s  This later became Werner’s butcher shop  
in early 1900s. 

E6, E7, E8, E9, E10, E11  Miner’s Cottages 1850 to 1860s  These 
miner’s cottages all date from the late 1850 – 1860s period, when the 
mine was thriving and over 600 people lived in the area. 

E12  Chapman’s Blacksmith, Wheelwright and Builders Shop 
1870  These buildings of hand sawn timber and stone originally had a 
shingle roof. They were built and used by David Chapman, then his son 
Charles, until around the WW1. They also worked as undertakers and 
coach painters and resided next door. (E13)  A small additional stone 
building was built by J Stocker in 1934, most likely as a dairy.  

E13  Cottage 1860s  The original 1860s Cornish miner’s cottage is at  
the rear, consisting of two rooms and a half cellar. Adjoining it in front  
is a typical four roomed cottage c1890. 

E14, E15, E16, E17  Miner’s Cottages 1850 to 1860s  

E18  Cemetery  Many old graves of miners and settlers can be found  
in this early graveyard. 

E19  Early German Farmhouse 1840s  A classic example of original 
German farm architecture comprising of four roomed family home, 
separate kitchen building with dairy, barn, stables and blacksmith’s forge. 
Recent additions have to some extent obscured the original features.  

E20  Original Callington Coach Stop 1840s  This building was 
originally a rest stop for coach travellers on the Old Murray Road. It 
provided accommodation and meals, and stables for the horses. 

E21  The Thomas Bremer Smelter Monument 1998  The monument 
is in the form of a scale model smelter chimney and marks the 
approximate site of the first commercially successful copper smelter in 
Australia. This operated between 1848 and 1852 and again briefly in the 
late 1850’s while a newer smelter was constructed in association with the 
Bremer Mine. This latter complex was constructed by Mauris and John 
Thomas, the sons of Mauris Thomas who built the original smelter.  


